Please Contact: Phil Champion 


Our Ref: ROW/PC/3.15.1/4J 

Telephone: 01422 392130 



Fax: 01422 392193 

Email: phil.champion@calderdale.gov.uk
Investigation into the status of Church Lane / Bradley Lane (from Church Lane/West View, Holywell Green), via Halifax Bradley Hall Golf Club to Little Bradley, West Vale. 

I am writing to inform you that I am currently investigating a claim that parts of the above route should be shown on the definitive map of public rights of way as a public bridleway. 

In January 2005 a claim was submitted to the Council on behalf of Moorlands Riding Group and Calderdale Saddle Club. This was to: 

Add a bridleway over part of Church Lane at the rear of houses on West View and The Crescent, Holywell Green (B-C on the attached plan). This part currently has no recorded status. 

Upgrade part of Church Lane currently recorded as footpath Elland 86 to bridleway (C-D on the attached plan). 

The evidence supplied with the application was principally historical documentary evidence, (rather than evidence of recent use by the public on horseback), which, it was alleged, shows that the route is already a bridleway, and the Council’s records should be altered to reflect this. 

Although the formal claim only covers B-C-D, the evidence supplied relates to a longer route, continuing to Bradley Hall Golf Club and via Bradley Lane including footpath towards Little Bradley (D-F-G-H). This includes parts of footpaths Elland nos. 86, 37 and 38. This consultation relates to the whole route from West View to Little Bradley, not just the part formally claimed. 

(As an alternative to formally claiming D-F-G-H, across the golf course, the applicant requested the creation of a new section of bridleway to connect to Stainland Road (D-E). D-E was previously made available for use on a permissive basis, by agreement with the landowners. The Council is NOT currently consulting about this part).

The Council has a duty to investigate this claim and determine whether or not the rights claimed actually exist If such rights are demonstrated to exist on the balance of probability, (or, in the case of the currently unrecorded part, are ‘reasonably alleged’ to exist), then an order to modify the definitive map will be made under the provisions of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, section 53. 

Before making any decision, the Council will gather evidence from all interested parties on this matter. If you have such evidence or wish to make any comments, I would be grateful if they could be submitted by 16 February 2012. If I have not heard from you in that time, I will assume that you have no comments at this stage. Please note that the Council has to consider whether or not public rights exist, not whether or not they should be created. 

If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours sincerely

Phil Champion 

Definitive Map Review Officer
